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THE SQUIRREL  

I want to begin by saying thank you for all the donations we have 

received so far for Ukraine. The conflict that we are experiencing 

through the media is quite harrowing and I cannot imagine what the 

people of Ukraine are experiencing in our history. It is heart breaking 

and distressing. It is therefore heart warming to have received 

donations and also see how people from other countries are rallying to 

support the many, many refugees. I am aware that our children are 

talking about it, asking questions and some are very worried; as we all 

are. We have gathered resources to support the children in a sensitive 

and appropriate way. Often we find focusing on the human kindness 

stories to show what people can do when faced with such awful 

circumstances can help to reassure children. Mrs Gangonells emailed 

me this morning to let us know that there are also requests for 

additional items such as colouring books and colouring pencils. I have 

been asked by several families about collecting the donations and your 

support in doing this will be very valuable. I can only hope, as we all can, 

that a peaceful way forward is found soon.  

I absolutely love the World Book Day Potato Characters that have 

been brought into school today. Each time I have popped in I have seen 

new ones! I absolutely love the creativity and how much care has been 

taken to create them. It was also lovely to hear families saying that they 

enjoyed creating the characters with their children too. We will 

announce a random winner very shortly and a book token prize will be 

given to this winner. The children will then be able to bring their 

potatoes home tomorrow, if not we will plant them in one of our beds 

to see if we can grow new potatoes in the summer. The children have 

loved all the activities that have been planned for World Book Day and I 

am sure they will share this with you when they come home today.  

It has been a great week in school with surprise pancake races for the 

children on Tuesday. We had secretly planned this during the half term 

and we were really hoping that we would have all been able to go 

outside and cheer each other on but the rain came so we adapted to a 

pancake obstacle race in the Hall. It was so lovely to hear the screams of 

delight from the children and it was also a real moment when Year 2 

said that they had never done a Pancake Race before so this was a 

lovely positive childhood moment for all. Congratulations to Gryffindor 

House who won the Squirrel Pan for their house for 2022! We will look 

forward to the pancake races in 2023. I have, which has now become a 

little bit of a tradition, given up chocolate for Lent but I am also going to 

try and walk more. Have you given up or started something  new for 

Lent?  

It was lovely having our first Forest School session yesterday. The 

children were just so absorbed in the experience. It did get me thinking 

that maybe we need to have Wellington boots and waterproofs in 

everyday so that the children can fully explore our lovely outdoor 

environment. Petra from Wight Willow Forest School will be with us for 

the next couple of Wednesdays. Thank you so much for the families 

who have already donated I really appreciate this and I hate to ask.  

It was lovely to have so many clubs start again this week and I am 

pleased to say that report writing for 2021-2022 is complete! I love 

reading the children’s reports and enjoy commenting on them too.  

 

 

Do not forget to sign up for your child’s Pupil Progress Meeting from 

Monday 14th March. We encourage your child to attend with you and 

hope that the reports and support from home will make a difference as 

we head towards the end of the year (it is too soon to talk about the 

end of the year, but it is on my mind as I start to plan for next year).  

Secondary School allocations went out this week. If you have not 

received this then please let us know and we will get in contact with 

admissions. I hope that all the children are really pleased with their 

places. Year 6 children will now be focusing on their SATs that are due 

to take place in May. Mrs Wall has arranged a meeting for families on 

Tuesday 22nd March so  that we can fully support the children to do 

their very best in their assessments.  

Talking about doing the very best, this is my big word for the next few 

weeks. We missed the start of it on our ‘wind day’ (which does not have 

the same ring to it as ‘snow day’) so we will be exploring about what 

‘best’ means in different contexts over the next few weeks.  

Next week in school, Wight Willow Forest Schools returns for Year 6 

and 2 and Wonderfell Theatre also return for Years 2 and 3 for their 

‘Tales From Feeling Street’ workshops.  

Year 4 swimming tomorrow is cancelled as there is no heating at the 

pool and they are awaiting an engineer. This will mean that we will 

owe two sessions, one from the storm day and one for tomorrow. We 

may have to do these two sessions after the Easter break but we will 

have a look and let you know.  

Spring Equinox performances are taking place on Monday 21st March 

as it is Comic Relief on Friday 18th March. Do not forget we are hoping 

for the children to come dressed as an ‘Emotion Monster’ for the day. 

We are also hoping that for Easter this year we are going to go all out 

with decorated eggs, cakes, bonnets, gardens and any Easter crafts you 

can think of! 

Finally, we are updating our Covid plan and that will be with you 

shortly. Families have asked about masks outside and currently we are 

going to leave this up to staff and families personal preference. We are 

going to look at inviting families to outdoor sports events. We are going 

to look at adding another year group into assembly but most of the 

changes will begin after Easter when the weather is a little bit better. 

This will include year groups in the Hall for lunch and families to come 

and join us again, as well as mixed clubs between two year groups and 

playtimes too. There are going to be things that we are going to keep as 

they are working well. I was asked about opening the Reception gate 

between Reception and the year 1 area and this is something we can 

accommodate the week after next. Thank you all for your continued 

support in helping us to keep us all safe. Currently we have 1 adult and 

6 children with positive lateral flows.  

Spring began in metrological terms on the 1st March, the spring 

season begins on 20th March and British summertime begins on 27th 

March which is also Mothering Sunday. Winter is beginning to be 

behind us. Caroline Sice, Headteacher  
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This Week’s Debate… 

 

 

If you are interested in hosting students during the summer term from France or Spain 

who are here to practice their English please contact Mrs Gangonells at 

Ruth.Gangonells@lanesendpri.iow.sch.uk if you are interested and wish to find out dates.  

Whose responsibility is it to help endangered 

animals? 

Spring Equinox Performances—Monday 21st March 2022 

10am—Arctic Wolf Class 

10.30am—Beluga Class 

11am—Rockhopper Class 

1.30pm—Penguin Class 

2.00pm—Ermine Class 
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Slytherin House have taken the lead this week with a huge total of 392 

and currently are in the lead so far for the term. 



Issue 21    Thursday 3rd March 2022 



Reception— Talk to me about...Forest school and how we used a saw safely, church 
assembly and our story stones. 

 Words to use... medallion, sawing, drilling, mischievous  

Tips for the week... can you spot numbers 9 and 10 in the environment. Ensure counting 
of objects is with 1:1 correspondence. 

We have been reading... Room on the Broom and The Woods. 

 

Year 1—Talk to me about....measuring in maths. What language do we use to 
compare lengths? 

Words to use...long, longer, longest, short, shorter, shortest.  

Tips for the week...Ask me about our history learning.  How has transport 
changed over time? How has the use of cycle track changed? Why?  

We have been reading...The Gruffalo, George's Marvellous Medicine. 

 

 Year 2— Talk to me about... Division 

Words to use... Equal groups, sharing, dividing, same amount,  

Tips for the week...Using different story openers adds excitement and grips the reader 

We have been reading...The Secret Garden, Wind in the Willows. 

 

Year 3 – TALK TO ME ABOUT Forest School 

WORDS TO USE wood, resources, string, nature 

TIPS FOR THE WEEK Add up amounts of coins, convert from ponds to pence 

WE ARE READING What Did The Tree See?, The Jungle Book and Fantastic Mr Fox. 

 

Year 4—Talk to me about... how sound travels through a medium - solids, 
liquids and gases - to reach our ears. 

Words to use... generaliser, fronted adverbial, rhetorical question (in our 
information texts). 

Tips for the week... practise calculating fractions of an amount using your 
knowledge of division. 

We have been reading... 'The Legend of Podkin One-Ear' by Kieran Larwood. 

 

Use these prompts with your children at home to start a Conversation about 

their week in school... 
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Here is March’s Action for Happiness 

Calendar—Mindful March. 
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We will be offering exclusive access to one of our reception 
classrooms and outdoor area every Thursday starting from 3rd 

February 2022. Sessions will run between 10am- 11am and offer 
an opportunity for your child to explore their new learning 

environment before starting school in September 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

We will also be holding after school sessions exclusively for 
children due to start Reception in September 2022. Your child can 
take part in a range of curriculum activities and an opportunity for 

you to meet the Early Years Team. 

 

Art Week: Wednesday 16th February- 

3.15pm-4pm. 

Cookery Week: Tuesday 1st March – 

3.15pm-4pm. 

Music Week: Tuesday 8th March- 

3.15pm-4pm 
 

To express your interest in attending or if you 
require any further information, please email: 

Tabitha Wren, Reception Lead at: 
 tabitha.wren@lanesendpri.iow.sch.uk 

Children due to start school in 
September 2022 are invited to our 

‘Stay and Play’ sessions and 
After School Club. 



Issue 21    Thursday 3rd March 2022 



Issue 21    Thursday 3rd March 2022 



Issue 21    Thursday 3rd March  2022 


